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Abstract       Green spaces are an indicator of the civilization level of a 
nation. The presence of landscape architecture in the urban system of a 
settlement reflects the social and economic development level of the urban 
ecosystem, contributing to the value of the local community and improving life 
quality, by embellishing the human environment and the creation of proper 
spaces for open air recreation. In this paper is analyzed the existing state in 
the central part of the town of Caransebeş from the point of view of urban 
planning and landscape architecture, and is presented a possibility to extend 
the central pedestrian area by eliminating cars, and creating a connection 
between Square Dragalina and the existent pedestrian area, by using new 
green spaces. In order to achieve these objectives is proposed the repair and 
extension of the existing pavement, the change of the present urban furniture, 
the extension of the lighting system, new decorative elements, and green 
surfaces with new species of ornamental plants. All these will lead to the 
creation of a central region with a modern urban image, functional because of 
the improvement of pedestrian traffic and the ecological footprint of 
Caransebeş.   
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Caransebeş, the second town in size in Caraş-Severin 

County, România, is an important cultural centre of 

Banat region, with a fascinating history, being 

mentioned in documents for the first time in the year 

1289 (Magina 2008). It is a small town with a 

population of approximately 30400 inhabitants, and a 

surface of 1220 ha, out of which 80 ha are green 

spaces. An important advantage is that the town is 

situated on important highway and railway lines that 

connect Europe with the southern part of Romania and 

has a special geographical position at a point where 

high mountains, hills and meadows meet at the 

confluence of the Timiş and Sebeș Rivers (Rusu 2007) 

(Photo 1).  

 

 

       
 

Photo 1 - The position of Caransebeş on the map 
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Due to its strategic geographic position, and its special 

landscape potential, Caransebeş is the centre of a 

region with many attractions for tourists and for 

recreation: Teiuș, Muntele Mic and Poiana Mărului, 

Poiana Ruscă, Semenic, Țarcu - GodeanuIn the region 

one can find different types of tourism. Transitional 

tourism, is favoured by the main railway lines, 

highways, and an airport. Mountain tourism has special 

chances of development because 65% of the region is 

composed of high relief elements, with mountains 

covered with wood and alpine regions of a special 

beauty. Cultural tourism is favoured by the existence of 

some ethnographic and folklore centres, with many 

annual parish fair events, the ”Nedeie” being typical, 

which correspond with the day of the patron of the 

church (Tenche-Constantinescu et all. 2014). This 

means that there are economic and environmental 

reasons, for which we can predict a growing role of the 

studied town in the future. 

 

Material and Methods  
 
The landscape planning concept contributes to define 

the General Urban Plan of Caransebeş, with the 

purpose of ensuring an unpolluted urban environment 

and of increasing the climatic comfort in the town. 

During the study we made field visits for the purpose 

of direct observation, taking pictures and analyzing the 

existing central green spaces. A topographical survey 

was made with all the elements of the Central 

Pedestrian Area, of Dragalina Square, Timiș Square, 

and Piața Revoluției Square, general plans being made 

for these green spaces. Existing vegetation was 

inventoried and described from the point of view of its 

ecological and landscape value. In this purpose have 

been made the usual measurements in dendrology for 

the inventoried tree individuals (height, diametre), and 

their vitality was analyzed also. In order to create unity 

and continuity in the central parts of Caransebeș, a plan 

of rearrangement was conceived, by which was 

proposed the extension of the pedestrian area, 

removing cars, and landscape ideas in order to improve 

the functionality of the existing green areas, presented 

in the General Arrangement Plan and the renderings 

that belong to the study (Birksted 1972, Larcher & 

Dubois 1984).  

 

Results 

 
The areas that compose Caransebeş create a very 

interesting mixture of old and new parts, industrial 

areas and green spaces. The central region is an axis of 

the place, which keeps alive the vibrant urban life of 

the town, while its hystorical centre is essential, 

representing the engine of the built area of Caransebeș 

conurbation. Having a well-defined street structure 

Central Caransebeș represents an old urban fabric, with 

relatively dense population, architectural values, 

buildings with historical and architectural value, 

compactly displayed (Saint Gheorghe Church, Saint 

Ioan Church, the Catholic Church, the Sinagogue, The 

Palace of Common Fortune, the old military barracks, 

the old building of the County, The New Banking 

House, the Town Hall, Traian Doda High School). 

There are representative monuments (General 

Dragalina 's statue, the work of sculptor Mihai Onofrei, 

the "Pro Patria" statue sculpted in white marble by 

artist Horvay), but also great problems due to the old 

age of buildings and mediocre quality of the urban 

space. The central part of the town is composed of the 

proper town centre, and the surrounding rather narrow 

streets with small houses.  

 

 

 

  
 Foto 2 - Existing green spaces in the central part of Caransebeş 
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A special value represents the interesting interference 

of different pedestrian and green areas, which are 

complementary and create together a space 

characterized by unity. In the central part of 

Caransebeş the following squares have been identified: 

Piaţa Revoluţiei Square - at the Town Hall of 

Caransebeș (S=0,30ha), Teiuş Park, (S=0,25ha), The 

Square of the Pedestrian Area which connects 

Revoluției Square General Ioan Dragalina Square 

(S=0,75ha) (Photo 2). All these have been designed 

and built in geometrical style, and are accessible to 

public. 

Piața Revoluției Square is a much visited green space, 

located in front of the Town Hall of Caransebeș. With 

a surface of 0,3 ha, having a rectangular shape, is 

crossed by asphalted alleys, disposed in parallel and 

with straight corners, which delimitate flower beds 

surrounded by cut hedges. The furniture is the 

following: benches, waste bins, urban lamps, fountains 

with drinking water, designed to offer comfort to the 

visitors. There are ornamental elements also, flowers 

arranged in nice designs, tree individuals, decorative 

by the shape of the crowns, an artesian well placed in 

the middle of the composition and the two marble 

statues (Photo 3). 

 

 

   
 

  
  

  
Photo 3 - Piaţa Revoluţiei Square 

 

The vegetation is composed of turf, flower species in vases or planted in different shapes, shrubs: Rosa sp. - rose (20), 

Symphoricarpos (6), Pyracantha (1), Cornus sanguinea (1) Hibiscus syriacus (5), Buxus sempervirens (3), hedges - 

Ligustrum ovalifolium, and isolated trees in groups, on turf surfaces, described in table 1.  
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Table 1  

The number, dendrometrical characteristics and the viability of the identified trees in Piaţa Revoluţiei Square 

Species 

 

No. 

individuals/species 

 

Height 

(m) 

Diameter 

(cm) 

Viability 

(1 – dry, 10 – very good 

condition) 

Platanus × acerifolia (Ait.) 

Willd  

2 27 130 9 

23 110 9 

Picea argentea  4 6 - 10 

6 - 10 

6 - 10 

6 - 10 

Picea pungens 1 7.5 22 8 

Thuja orientalis 6 2.3 - 7 

2.1 - 7 

1.8 - 7 

2.0 - 7 

1.9 - 7 

2.2. - 7 

Sophora japonica “Pendula”  6 4 32 8 

3.5 22 8 

5 23 9 

5 22 9 

20 56 8 

22 30 8 

Magnolia sp.  2 5 8-10 8 

5 13 8 

Liriodendron tulipifera  1 1.3 2 10 

Morus sp.  1 2.5 2 9 

Total  23 

  

  

  
Photo 4 - Timiș Square 
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Timiș Square is a square shaped green space, with a 

surface of 0,25 ha, designed in geometrical style, 

situated in the central part of Caransebeș (Photo 4). 

The alleys are asphalted, and at their intersection point, 

in the middle is positioned the compositional centre of 

the green space, a statue. One can find benches, lamps, 

and waste bins on the whole surface of the park. The 

vegetation is varied, and consists of graminees, which 

form well-kept turfs, flower species disposed in 

different ways, shrubs which form groups of different 

colours and hues, and other shrubs arranged isolated or 

in alignments. The identified shrubs are the following: 

Juniperus sp. (5), Philadelphus coronarius (4), and 

Rosa sp. In the square have been identified species, but 

also ornamental cultivars of resinous trees, so that even 

in winter, this square in esthetically attractive (table 2).

 

Table 2  

The number, dendrometrical characteristics and the viability of the identified trees in Timiș Square 

Species 

 

No. individuals/species 

 

Height (m) Diameter 

(cm) 

Viability 

(1 – dry, 10 – very good 

condition) 

Picea argentea  3 7.5 32 8 

7 26 9 

9 24 9 

Picea abies  4 13 30 10 

14 30 10 

17 36 8 

17 26 7 

Pinus sylvestris  6 6.5 30 10 

7 30 7 

4 22 8 

6 24 9 

7 32 9 

8.5 32 9 

Thuja orientalis 10 10 24 8 

6 24 6 

9 26 6 

6 24 6 

4 10 8 

5 8 8 

10 8 7 

2.5 - 6 

2.2 - 6 

1.2 - 6 

Thuja occidentalis 3 1.8 - 9 

9 8 9 

3.5 - 9 

Thuja occidentalis var 

pyramidalis 

11 0.7 - 9 

Total  37 

 

Piața Revoluției Square and Timiș Square are 

connected by the Pedestrian Region of the Centre, 

namely two squares designed as car parking places. 

These are asphalted surfaces, between which are 

inserted small green areas where the following trees 

vegetate: Thuja orientalis (4), Picea pungens 

“argentea” (1) and Prunus sp. (1). 

Central Region Pedestrian Square, is a rectangular 

square, positioned in the centre of the town, which 

connects Dragalina Square and the Town Hall Square 

(Photo 5). 
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Photo 5 - Central Region Pedestrian Square 

 

It is nicely designed, contains ornamental elements 

(fountains, marble sculptures, ornamental flower pots, 

surfaces planted with flower species), benches, waste 

bins, lamps. An archeological site was also found (the 

ruins of an ancient church). The trees and shrubs 

represent the necessary green islands for such a place, 

and are placed near the apartment block buildings. A 

great number of shrubs have been identified also: Rosa 

sp. (10), Hibiscus syriacus (1), Syringa vulgaris (8), 

Symphoricarpos albus (1), Spiraea vanhouttei (1), 

Ligustrum vulgare (3) and Forsythia intermedia (1). 

The number, the dendrometrical characteristics, and the 

viability of the identified trees, are presented in table 3.
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Table 3  

The number, dendrometrical characteristics and the viability of the identified trees  

in the Central Pedestrian Area 

Species 

 

No. individuals/species 

 

Height (m) Diameter 

(cm) 

Viability 

(1 – dry, 10 – very good 

condition) 

Tilia tomentosa  5 7 16 10 

9 26 10 

8 24 10 

9 28 10 

9 28 10 

Tilia 

cordata  

1 8 24 10 

Juglans regia  1 18 42 10 

Prunus Cerasifera “Pissardii”  7 2-4 - 8 

Picea abies  1 7 14 9 

Thuja occidentalis 

“Pyramidalis” 

40 1 - 10 

Total  55 

 

General Ioan Dragalina Square, is a green space with 

a 0,75 ha surface, representative for Caransebeș, being 

situated in the centre. It is a square designed in 

geometrical style, the compositional centre being the 

statue of General Dragalina, placed on a white marble 

socle. This monument is made evident by the contrast 

created by a group of resinous trees, displayed on a 

slanted piece of land, and the white marble of the socle 

of the statue (Photo 6). 

  

 

  
 

 

 
Photo 6 - General Ioan Dragalina Square 
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The alleys are properly dimensioned and follow 

straight directions which lead visitours towards the 

existing centres of interest. Along the alleys benches 

can be found (43), waste bins (22) and lamps. The 

existing buildings in the park are little wooden houses 

(4), an arbour with a terrace, a basin, the statue on a 

marble socle. During the winter, in a certain part of the 

park a skating ring is built. Recently play equipment’s 

for children, and fitness equipment’s have been placed 

in the park.  

The existing vegetation is very varied, containing 

flower species, disposed on compact surfaces, 

ornamental shrubs used for cut hedges, Ligustrum 

sp.(L=200m; l=0.5m; h=0.5m), shrubs arranged in 

groups: Rosa sp. (167), Buxus sp. (9), Ligustrum 

vulgare (15), Juniperus sp. (6), Philadelphus 

coronarius (3), Berberis vulgaris (1), and tree 

individuals, isolated or in alignments. The 20 Platanus 

x hibrida are remarkable, of a great size, with a great 

ecological and ornamental value. The number, the 

dedrometrical characteristics, and viability of the 

identified trees, are presented in table 4.

  

 

Table 4  

Number, dendrometrical characteristics and viability of the identified trees in General Ioan Dragalina Square 

Species 

 

No. 

individuals/species 

 

Height 

(m) 

Diameter 

(cm) 

Viability 

(1 – dry, 10 – very good 

condition) 

Platanus x hibrida  20 111 35 10 

171 40 10 

68 28 7 

106 28 7 

134 40 9 

111 34 9 

120 19 7 

75 14 9 

188 46 8 

182 44 9 

181 42 9 

151 42 10 

82 30 9 

75 24 9 

143 42 10 

83 30 8 

135 40 10 

111 40 10 

142 42 10 

172 42 9 

Tilia tomentosa  13 140 17 10 

104 17 10 

16 7 9 

20 14 9 

16 9 9 

9 8 9 

12 8 8 

- 2 8 

60 12 5 

79 18 8 

81 14 8 

69 16 8 

57 25 9 

Liriodendron tulipifera  3 3 1.7 9 

3 1.7 9 

3 1.7 9 

Magnolia soulangiana  1 38 15 8 

Malus sylvestris 1 24 6 8 
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Carpinus betulus  2 53 17 10 

38 17 10 

Sophora japonica  2 24 3 8 

14 2.8 8 

Aesculus 

hippocastanum  

3 64 16 9 

76 18 9 

46 12 8 

Morus sp. „Pendula”  1 18 2.2 4 

Pinus nigra  2 50 30 9 

34 25 8 

Pinus strobus  1 44 22 7 

Picea pungens  2 6 3 9 

24 12 9 

Picea 

pungens”Argentea”  

5 18 11 9 

22 13 9 

9 4.5 9 

23 11 9 

16 5 9 

Picea abies  10 24 22 8 

12 9 8 

12 8 8 

14 11 8 

26 9 9 

30 18 9 

26 11 8 

28 13 8 

26 11 7 

42 15 9 

Pseudotsuga menziesii  11 24 13 8 

26 14 8 

21 12 8 

36 20 8 

14 9 8 

26 11 8 

18 10 8 

28 9 7 

9 6 6 

28 25 10 

24 20 8 

Abies alba  1 42 15 5 

Larix decidua  2 - 1.1 9 

- 1.0 9 

Thuja occidentalis  8 1.5 3 5 

- 0.8 9 

- 0.8 9 

- 0.8 9 

- 0.7 8 

- 2.5 9 

14 6 9 

8 3 7 

Thuja orientalis  2 - 4 7 

- 4 7 

Chamaecyparis 

lawsoniana  

6 18 14 8 

   

26 10 6 

24 10 7 

0.8 - 10 
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24 12 9 

18 9 9 

Taxus baccata  4 56 16 10 

- 3 8 

- 1.8 8 

- 1.6 8 

Total  100 

 

Analysis showed that planning could turn this little 

industrial town into an attraction for tourists and a 

healthy and nice place for inhabitants. In this respect, 

in order to create continuity between the existing 

Pedestrian Square and Dragalina Park, a new plan was 

conceived, by which was proposed the exclusion cars 

from the region and the paving of the resulting 

surface which will not be a road in the future. The 

attractiveness of the centre will be greater, the public 

space being used for commercial activities, for culture, 

for spending free time. Pedestrian entrances will be 

transformed, in order to allow the access of people with 

disabilities, who use specific means to move. The 

pedestrian area, which begins at the town-hall, should 

be extended to Dragalina Park, in order to create a 

coherent urban space in the middle of the town. This 

would recreate the continuity of the historical centre, 

and would offer a very nice place for the inhabitants 

and for tourists. The existing fountain should be rebuilt 

using a modern design with an outstanding esthetical 

effect, which should integrate in the urban landscape, 

and which should represent an attractive centre of 

interest for the pedestrian area; the use of urban 

furniture (benches, tables, chairs), and other objects 

(waste bins, street lamps, special lamps for the 

fountains); the better turning to account of the existing 

tree individuals; creating some turf areas, where we 

propose the planting of Tilia cordata, Magnolia 

soulangiana - trees, and the creation of some flower 

beds with different species. These green surfaces are 

very important for the central region, considering that 

the existing pedestrian square is practically totally 

paved, and there are no spaces that could be redesigned 

with the use of vegetation. For this area, we propose 

the use of vases with different flower species (Photo 7, 

Photo 8). 

To improve the image of Timiş Square the following 

measures are necessary: turning to account the existing 

tree individuals, by doing the necessary maintenance 

works; remodeling the existing regions of the park by: 

eliminating the individuals which have dried; planting 

turf and flower beds with special shapes; creating an 

ecological parking in the place of the existing one, 

placing two parking places for bicycles; installing 

benches with a back (4); installing the street lamps - 

reflectors which will make evident the statue during the 

night (4).  

In order to create unity between the existing buildings 

and the green spaces of Piața Revoluției Square, a new 

plan was conceived to redesigned the place, which 

would keep the directions of the existing alleys, would 

turn to account the monuments, and plans the remake 

of the flower beds, the replacement of hedges with 

frames of flower species Alternanthera amoena Voss. 

↔ Senecio Cineraria; Iresine lindenii Van Houtte 

(syn. Achyranthes lindenii Hort.). ↔ Senecio 

Cineraria; Coleus blumei Benth. (syn. C. hybridus 

Hort.) ↔ Senecio Cineraria (0.6 m width), the 

introduction of the following elements: vases with 

flower species (4), benches with a back (35), pergolas 

(35), modular benches without back, artesian fountain 

(1), waste bins (34), street lamps - reflectors (16), 

according to the rearrangement plan of Piața Revoluției 

Square (Photo 9). 
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Photo 7 - General Plan for the rearrangement of the Central Pedestrian Square 

  
  

  

  
Photo 8 - New design plan for Central Pedestrian Square 
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Photo 9 - New General Plan of Piaţa Revoluţiei Square 

Conclusions 

 
The aim of this project is to change the image of the 

city, and to use some ecologically important areas for 

the benefit of the inhabitants. Implementing modern 

ideas in the urban plans of the future can help ecology 

become a major issue for the town. The parks should 

be characterized in the future by a certain unity, and 

should be well integrated in the future pedestrian area 

of the town. Studies show that a proper plan for green 

spaces can have a great impact on the general 

appearance of central Caransebeș. The future plan 

should have a cultural value, should use the existing 

valuable existing elements, and should change certain 

materials, urban furniture, plants etc. By broadening 

the central pedestrian area, wide perspectives will be 

created, that would allow people to see the statue of 

General Dragalina and the Cathedral, as well as the 

new centres of interest. In the meantime, the region 

will become more functional, and the newly created 

wide spaces could host different cultural and artistic 

events. The realization of this project will suppose the 

creation of a space with centres of interest and defined 

directions, with ornamental vegetation with high 

ecological value, which should be a real delight for the 

citizens of Caransebeş, a functional space with unity, 

nice and harmoniously integrated into the urban 

landscape. The modernization of the urban centre, by 

embellishing the space and using functionality, is the 

guarantee of the development of Caransebeș on 

medium and long term.  
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